USA 1957

Cadillac’ ELDURADU DRUVGrAN

The most expensive Cadillac of the 1950s, the Eldorado Brougham
is a huge four-door hardtop derived from a show car. Each one

was hand built and came with just about every conceivable option. :;"é‘::;‘;";ﬁ‘:;’e"
However, its steep price resulted in it being dropped in 1960. Detroit, Michigan
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’...you can feel its quality.”

“The most luxurious of all 1950s Cadillacs, the Eldorado Brougham is glitzy

but not overtly so. You can almost feel the quality in the massive hand-

V8 stitched bench seat and door panels. The best part about

this car is that it’s whisper quiet at
speed and the air suspension makes

325 bhp at : ‘ -

2,800 rpm you feel like you're floating on a
cloud. The automatic transmission

110 mph
11.4 sec.

365 c.i.

435 |b-ft at 3 ] :
3,400 rpm is amazingly precise for a 1950s car.

The steering is exceedingly light, while

5,315 lbs.
the brake pedal has almost no feel.”
10 mpg
$13,075 Buyers could choose from 44 trim and color

combinations, including lamb’s-skin seats.




Cadillac ELDORALY BROUGHAIY

* * * * * * * * * *

Cadillac was the ‘Standard of the World’ back in the 1950s and
the Brougham was the ultimate expression of luxury on wheels.
At a staggering $13,075 in 1957, however, few could afford it.

* * * *

Powerful V8

Air suspension

By 1957 the 1949 vintage Cadillac V8 had been stroked to 365 cubic
inches and produced a muscular 325 bhp on Eldorados (300 bhp on
other models). All Cadillacs got an extra 10 bhp for 1958.

Broughams he
mesh-patter
than thc
Broughams

Suicide doors

A state-of-the-art feature, air suspension, was
introduced on the Brougham. It basically consisted of a
rubber diaphragm and piston at each wheel controlled

by a central compressor. The system was not very reliable
and many owners chose to replace it with coil springs.

Modest fins

Cadillac pioneered fins among domestic manufacturers as
far back as 1948. In 1955 Eldorados gained tall blade-like
items, and these were adopted for the Brougham when it
was launched in 1958. Interestingly, although regular
Cadillacs had fins of gigantic proportions for 1959,
Broughams had fairly small fins with dagger-shaped
taillight lenses.

Another feature unique to the 1957-1958 Eldorado
Brougham are the suicide doors. Those at the front
open in the normal manner, but the back doors
are hinged at the rear. This allows easy access for
passengers and also means that the Brougham

was a pillarless four-door sedan that allowed

the elimination of the rear quarter windows.




Sumptuous interior

Eldorado Broughams were
laden with luxury options
inside, including power
steering, brakes and
windows, plus air-
conditioning, electric
memory seats and cruise
control. Buyers also had
the choice of 44 interior
and exterior trim and
color combinations.

Huge chrome grill

ve a unique eggcrate
1 grill which is neater
se on other Cadillacs.
were also the first to
get quad headlights.

BODY/CHASSIS

SPECIAL FEATURES

Smooth styling

Panoramic windshields were first seen on the limited production Eldorado
convertible in 1953. By 1958 all Cadillacs had them. They offered good
visibility, but were costly to replace and necessitated a front dog-leg
A-pillar which could make entry into the car rather difficult.
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UNDER THE SKIN

- .__-_ )
THE POWER PACK
Ever more power e T

V8s powering Cadillacs during the 1950s Sartidretors
were versions of the 331-cubic inch
overhead-valve powerplant developed
by engineers Ed Cole, Harry Barr and
Jack Gordon in 1949. The unit was light,
with a low reciprocating mass, and was
reliable. By 1957 it had grown to 365
cubic inches and put out 325 bhp in
Eldorados, increasing to 335 bhp the

Two valves
per cylinder

Earlier Broughams have proved to be very popular with collectors.

VaLUE GUIDE

ORIGINAL PRICE
1957

116 mph 8.6 sec. 375bhp 5,

$13,075

CURRENT VALUE 149 mph 8.3 sec. 375 bhp 4,389 lbs.
$30,000-570,000 _ | i i |
PRODUCTION TOTAL e )
o 110 mﬁh - 114 sec.

following year. In 1959 the engine gf““"’“

e ock and Seven
was bored out to 390 cubic inches and, cylinder main-bearing
while standard Series 62s had 325 bhp, heads crankshaft
upmarket Eldorados produced 345 bhp.

U.S.-built

Broughams can be divided
into two distinct series, the
1957-1958 cars, hand-built
in Detroit, and the later
1959-1960 models. These
Pininfarina-built cars are
larger and have much
sleeker styling that other
Cadillacs. Collectors tend to
prefer the earlier models.
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